
                                                                                                            

Monaghan United 
  Football Community  

NEWSLETTER 
Volume 2, Issue 1  JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME  

Welcome to the 1st Newsletter of 2010 from Monaghan 

United FC.  We hope you find it informative and 

entertaining as we let you know what has been happening 

and the upcoming events.   

We hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and that 

2010 has been good to you so far.   

The new FAI League of Ireland Season kicks off shortly & 

United really need everyoneõs support this year if we are 

going to challenge for promotion.  An increase in crowds 

will lift the team and show them that Monaghan wants and 

appreciates Senior football and this will help spur them on 

to chase the dream of getting back into the Premier 

Division where we belong.  Cõmon the Mons! 

PRE-SEASON 2010  

With the 2010 FAI League of Ireland season just around the 

corner, Unitedôs squad have well and truly shaken off the cob-

webs of the close season and have been put through their paces 

with pre-season preparations.  

 

Mick Cooke and Pat McGibbon took no prisoners as they 

pushed the Mons through their paces in a gruelling few weeks 

training starting in mid-January.   

 

This regime was followed up by pre-season friendlies against 

Sporting Fingal (0-0) and UCD (2-0 UCD) with the final 

friendly against Dundalk on 26
th
 February. 

 

All in all, Unitedôs squad have proven their fitness levels are 

up there with the Premier teams and that United have the talent 

and depth in their squad to make a good attempt for promotion 

in a very tough First Division this season.                       

  

 
SQUAD 2010  

Monaghan United have completed their signings for the 

coming season and have managed to hold onto the core of last 

yearôs squad.  The squad is as follows: 
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MONS OPEN SEASON AWAY TO SHELS 

 

In the 2010 FAI League of Ireland seasons, Monaghan United 

kick off their campaign with a trip to Tolka Park to face 

Shelbourne FC.  The first game for the Mons starts at 8pm in 

the Dublin venue and will be a cracker of a game if previous 

meetings between these two sides is anything to go by. 

 

United play their first home game the following week on 

Friday 12
th
 of March against Longford Town with an 8pm 

kick off at Gortakeegan.  This is followed by a visit to the 

Monaghan United stadium by Northern rivals Finn Harps on 

the 19
th
 March and United conclude their campaign by 

hosting their other Northern neighbours Derry City on 

Saturday 30
th
 October at 7.45pm. 

 

Manager Mick Cooke is looking forward to the league but is 

wary of the tough start we face ñItôs going to be a difficult 

start going to Tolka to face Shelbourne who will be one of the 

promotion favourites.  Knowing who Longford and Finn 

Harps have signed in the pre-season these will be very tough 

games too and the league is going to be even more 

competitive than usual.ò 

 



                                                                                                            

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPERIENCE AND YOUTH  

As the 2010 season gets set to unfold, Monaghan United FC have 

gathered together a squad of players who are a great mix of 

experience and youth.   

 

Minding the nets for the Mons this season are 3 lads who are 

determined to battle it out for the no. 1 shirt.  The youngest of the 3 is 

former Lazio player, 23 year old Gabriel Sava and in pre-season he 

has shown that he certainly has Italian style.  Next up is Darren Kelly 

who at 25 has a wealth of experience to his name having played at 

Ipswich Town, Shamrock Rovers, Kildare County and for the Armed 

Forces team.  The ókeeper line up is completed with Austin OôNeill 

who has plied his trade at Bohemians, Dublin City, UCD & Limerick 

and is the elder of the 3 at the age of 27.  

 

Defensively United have only added one new name to the pot in the 

form of St Patrickôs Athletic alumni Anthony Costigan.  The 21 year 

old has had a few seasons at St Pats on their U20 squad and made his 

debut for them scoring a goal which was to knock Limerick out of the 

cup last season.  Costigan joins an experience panel of defenders in 

the form of Brian Gartland, Shane Grimes, Conor McMahon, Aidan 

Lynch and Alan Byrne but also has young locals Niall Flynn, Dean 

McMahon, James Clarke, Darren Coleman and Stefan McKevitt all 

contesting places in the back four.   

 

In the middle of the pitch, United again have retained most of the 

squad from last season and have supplemented it with new signing 

Aidan Collins who joins Mons having formerly played at Bohs, 

Shelbourne & Sporting Fingal.  Collins 25 years puts him in with the 

experienced category of the midfielders with Don Tierney, Cathal 

OôConnor, Barry Clancy and Sean Brennan while the fresh youthful 

element comes 17 year old Conor Moynagh.   

 

Cooke has added just one new striker to his panel, but what a player 

to add.  Returning to Monaghan after time at Dundalk, Shelbourne 

and Kildare County, Philly Hughes should give Mick extra fire power 

in front of goal.  Always a danger in the box, Hughes will be battling 

it out with last seasonôs player of the year Karl Bermingham for the 

honour of hitman extraordinaire.  Hughes and Bermingham will be 

joined by the ever hardworking Darragh Hanaphy and Castleblayney 

native Philip Donnelly in the push to be crowned goalscorer of the 

year.   

 

All in all, Cooke has assembled a squad capable of pushing for 

promotion in a difficult first division and with the stability of most of 

last yearôs squad being retained, United will be hoping to get off to a 

flying start early in the season against the tough opposition of 

Shelbourne, Longford and Finn Harps, who have all added great 

quality to their squads in the past few months.   

 

This season will be a gladiatorial battle for the Mons, between the 

once greats of the game, Derry City, Shelbourne and Waterford 

United and the young pretenders to the throne Wexford Youths, 

Mervue United and Salthill Devon, with the reliable Bray Wanderers, 

Athlone Town and  Longford Town thrown into the mix, it is all to 

play for.   

 

When our season starts on Friday 5
th
 March in Tolka Park, I will be 

there screaming them on until I am hoarse, worn out and hopefully 

elated and doing it all again when they take to the pitch at 

Gortakeegan to face Longford the following Friday night. Where will 

you be when United are playing their guts out for the chance of 

promotion? I hope you make the right choice!  

MINI PLAYERS ï SENIOR MENTO RS PROGRAMME 

 

Monaghan United have developed an exciting new opportunity for the 

children of the area, irrespective of what club they play at, to get 

some extra coaching and a chance to work with Professional and 

Semi-Professional Airtricity League footballers.  

 

The first session took place on Sunday 7
th
 March at Gortakeegan with 

many children showing up from clubs like Cootehill Harps, Dromore 

Youths, Killylough, Newbliss, Sporting Youths and Monaghan 

United all participating and enjoying the sessions which were 

delivered by Senior Squad Players Darragh Hanaphy, Anthony 

Costigan, Conor McMahon, Cathal OôConnor, Niall Flynn, Dean 

McMahon and James Clarke. 

 

The Children who participate in these sessions will also get the 

chance to come into the dressing rooms prior to Airtricity League  

games, meet the players, have their Mentor help them to see what live 

is like for a footballer, they can also act as mascots to lead out the 

senior team in the League at Gortakeegan on match days and meet 

any visiting dignitaries   

 

Further sessions will be organised in the coming months and any 

other Children from different clubs wishing to take part will not be 

recruited for Monaghan United at these sessions as they are purely to 

help build the link between a child playing football and the pathway 

to Senior Level football in Ireland and beyond.   

 

We hope that all clubs in the area will continue to support this 

initiative as it is hoped it will help further the careers of their players 

for the future. 

 

 
COSTIGANôS CREW 

 
HANAPHYôS HEROES 

 



                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD STAR SUPPORTERS DRAW  

Monaghan United persist with their fundraising drive as they strive to 

contine the work of developing Kingspan Century Park as an FAI 

Regional Development Centre.   

 

Tickets cost ú20 per month with many payment options available and 

there are great cash prizes to be won each month.  All money goes 

back into providing football for the community. 

 

United are once more running their Gold Star Supporters Draw and 

anyone wishing to sign up to help support the club in their 

developments, please contact Padraig Cassidy on 087 6333503 or any 

member of the management committee.   

 

Tickets can also be downloaded on www.monaghanunited.com  

 

Your club needs. Your support! 

LADIES NEWS 

The Monaghan United Ladies team are back in training for their step 

up to the Premier Division of the Dublin Womenôs Football League 

this season.  Training takes place weekly at Monaghan Unitedôs 

Regional Development Centre and new players are invited to join the 

team, no experience necessary. 

 

If you are interested in playing or training with the Ladies team, 

contact Padraig on 087 6333503 or the club office on 047 84798 for 

more information.  

 

 

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE S 

The Monaghan County Development Under 11 leagues are drawing to 

a close after a very successful few months.  Every Saturday morning 

the Monaghan Unitedôs Regional Development Centre was frantically 

busy with teams from all over the County making their way to 

Gortakeegan to take part in the Development League.  

 

The Under 9ôs will be back in action in their league in the coming 

months and it is hoped that this flourishing league will continue and 

continue to grow.   

 

Congratulations to all the clubs involved and to the organisers of this 

league for all the hard work they have put in to get more and more 

children playing football in the county.  

 NEW ASTRO PITCH OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

Monaghan Unitedôs long awaited full size floodlit Astro Pitch is open 

for business from Thursday 2
nd

 of July after the Official Opening 

during the FAI AGM Festival of Football.   

 

The new pitch is of top class quality and is available as a full sized 

pitch or split into 2 separate pitches.  Clubs and individuals wishing to 

hire the pitch should contact Kevin Carroll on 087 7665669 

 

 

 
FLYNNôS FLYERS 

 

 

McMAHONôS MENACES 

 

MONAGHAN UNI TED SQUAD 2010 

SHOW RACISM THE RED CARD  

Mick Cooke being interviewed by Sean McCaffrey at Northern Sound  

http://www.monaghanunited.com/

