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WELCOME  

Welcome to the 5th Newsletter of the 2009 season from 

Monaghan United FC.  We hope you find it informative 

and entertaining as we let you know what has been 

happening and the upcoming events.   

There has been a lot of news and events since the last 

newsletter and we hope we have encapsulated the 

excitement of the past 2 months in this edition. 

SEASON REVIEW 

Unitedôs season got off to a slow start and indeed in our first 7 

games we only managed to garner 2 points before things turned 

in our favour. We then went on a 5 game unbeaten run with 13 

points collected before Shelbourne & UCD put a halt to our 

promotion hopes once more.   

 

United got things back on track and bar a loss to Sporting 

Fingal, went on a run winning 16 points out of 8 games in the 

middle part of the season.   

 

Shelbourne and UCD were again to put a dent in Unitedôs good 

results before Mons found their groove again beating Mervue 4-

2.  This was to be the start of an 8 game unbeaten run that would 

see United through to the end of the season collecting 20 points 

out of a possible 24.  

 

League winners & runners up UCD & Shelbourne were the only 

2 teams Mons did not take any points from all season in what 

was a terrific turnaround for Cookeôs men.  

 

WOLVES AT THE DOOR  

Monaghan Unitedôs prot®g® Aaron McCarey has signed for 

Mick McCarthyôs Wolverhampton Wanderers and moves to 

Molineux in January when the Premiership transfer window 

re-opens. 

 

 
 

This is a fantastic move for the Milltown teenager and Aaron 

will be hoping to make the most of his opportunity within 

one of the greatest leagues in the world.  

 

Having played football at Monaghan United since his 

childhood, Aaron has grown into a competent, talented 

goalkeeper in front of our eyes and it is with great pride and 

a little sadness that we say good bye to a true Mon. Good 

Luck Aaron from all at Mons. 

 
Chairman Jim McGlone & Youth Development Officer Paul Oliphant 

presented Aaron with a laptop from Monaghan United FC  
 

 

 

First Division Table as at 11
th

 Nov 2009  Played   Points 

UCD         33            74 

Shelbourne        33            73 

Sporting Fingal        33       69 

Waterford United        33            66 

Monaghan United       33            55 
Wexford Youths        33       50 

Limerick        33            42 

Finn Harps        33            33 

Longford Town        33       29 

Athlone Town        33       27 

Mervue United        33            23 

Kildare County        33            15 

BERMO IN THE TOP SCORERS 

 

Manager Mick Cooke and supporter James McCaffery present 

Karl Bermingham with a signed football and a signed 

Monaghan United number 17 jersey to commemorate his 17 

goal total for the season which equalled the club record set by 

Andy Myler 10 years ago. Bermo finished joint 2nd goal scorer of 

the year in the 1st division with Waterfordôs Gareth Cummins just 

behind Sporting Fingalôs Conan Byrne on 19 goals.  

 



                                                                                                            

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NEW HOME FOR IRISH FOOTBALL  

AVIVA STADIUM  

 
 

Work on the new home of Irish football is developing at a rapid pace 

and Aviva Stadium will be complete is less than 365 days. Already, 

general admission seats are sold out with a waiting list of 20,000 fans. 

Thatôs a lot of demand!  

 

The FAI has recently launched a new initiative which has been 

specifically designed for members of the football family in Ireland. The 

FAI Vantage Football Family Club is exclusive to members of the 

football community including but not limited to ï players, coaches, 

administrators and block bookers. This initiative is the easiest way for 

you to guarantee your seat in Aviva Stadium for the next 10 years. 

Under this scheme, the Vantage Club is providing a flexible payment 

plan which will eliminate the need for an up-front deposit and annual 

fee. You can avail of this exclusive offer for a limited time only so 

please contact the FAI Vantage Club on 1890 20 2010 to register your 

interest.  

 

Aviva Stadium is taking shape and even now, itôs easy to see why itôs 

been selected as the venue of choice for the UEFA 2011 Europa League 

Final. If you would like to see the development of this spectacular 

stadium first-hand, please contact a member of our account management 

team on 1890 20 2010 or vantageclub@fai.ie an exclusive tour.  

 

 

NEW ASTRO PITCH OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

Monaghan Unitedôs long awaited full size floodlit Astro Pitch is open 

for business from Thursday 2
nd

 of July after the Official Opening during 

the FAI AGM Festival of Football.   

 

The new pitch is of top class quality and is available as a full sized pitch 

or split into 2 separate pitches.  Clubs and individuals wishing to hire 

the pitch should contact Kevin Carroll on 087 7665669 

 

 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR 2009 

The 2009 Player of the Year awards took place in the Bagster Lounge 

on Friday 30
th
 October.  The awards were due to take place after the 

last home game of the season against Wexford Youths but the match 

was postponed.   

 

Karl Bermingham won Club Player of the Year while Brian Gartland 

picked up the Fans Player of the Year. Unsurprisingly Aaron 

McCarey took the Young Player of the Year award. 

 

 
Karl Bermingham receiving his Club Player of the Year award from Chairman Jim 

McGlone 

 
Supporters Player of the Year Brian Gartland receives his award from Clive Cooper, 

Chairman of Supporters Club and Jim McGlone, Chairman Monaghan United FC. 

 
Jim McGlone presents Aaron McCarey with the Young Player of the year award. 

  

The winner of the Womenôs Player of the Year was Charlene 

Graham. Charleneôs mother Margaret collected the award on her 

behalf as Charlene, along with the rest of the womenôs team, was in 

Dublin at the League awards receiving their League winning cup and 

medals.  

 

mailto:vantageclub@fai.ie


                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD STAR SUPPORTERS DRAW  

Monaghan United persist with their fundraising drive as they strive to contine 

the work of developing Kingspan Century Park as an FAI Regional 

Development Centre.   

 

Tickets cost ú20 per month with many payment options available and there are 

great cash prizes to be won each month.  All money goes back into providing 

football for the community. 

 

United are once more running their Gold Star Supporters Draw and anyone 

wishing to sign up to help support the club in their developments, please contact 

Padraig Cassidy on 087 6333503 or any member of the management committee.   

 

Tickets can also be downloaded on www.monaghanunited.com  

 

Your club needs. Your support! 

LADIES NEWS 

For the 3
rd
 season in a row, Monaghan Unitedôs ladies team have won 

their division of the Dublin Womenôs Soccer League and have gained 

promotion to the Premier A division, which is the top level of football 

in the region.  

 

Seamus Finneganôs charges have once more excelled and won their 

division only losing 2 games scoring 41 goals along the way.  In their 

short 4 year history, the women have not lost a league game at home.  

Long may this continue! Congratulations to the women who are a 

credit to the club.  

 
Margaret Graham accepts the Womenôs Player of the Year award on behalf of her 

daughter Charlene from Monaghan United Womenôs manager Seamus Finnegan 

and Chairman Jim McGlone. 

 

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE S 

Monaghan County Development Officer John Cruddenôs new 

Development League for Under 9s and Under 11ôs have been a major 

success.  United have fielded a team in both leagues.  The Under 9ôs 

ran throughout the summer and finished up with 3 blitzôs run in 

different parts of the County in September. 

 

The Under 11ôs started their new league in October and United have a 

team currently participating.  

 

This league is a major boost for football throughout the County and is 

giving lots of children a chance to play for their new local clubs in a 

non-competitive and fun environment. 

 

 
Monaghan United U11ôs prepare for their 1st game in Development League 

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR VISITS UNITED  

 
(Picture attached: L to R: Mr Eddie Murray, FAI Honorary Treasurer, Mrs Susanne 

Schmidt-Knoblock, Canadian Trade Commissioner to Ireland, Mr Eamonn White, 

Monaghan United Development Officer, Mr Pat Binns, Canadian Ambassador to 

Ireland and Mr Jim McGlone, Monaghan United Chairman) 

 
Monaghan United FC had the honour of Canadian Ambassador to Ireland Mr 

Pat Binns, visiting the club and looking at the footballing facilities available to 

the local community on Monday.  Mr Binns was on a tour of Monaghan with 

his new Trade Commissioner Mrs Susanne Schmidt-Knobloch and they were 

accompanied by Mr Willie McKenna and Mr Tony Murphy. 

 

The Canadian representatives were very impressed with the facilities at 

Monaghan United and Mr Binns stated that these were possibly the best 

facilities he had seen in Ireland and in Canada.  Mr Binns was eager to explore 

the possibility of a twinning of football clubs with some clubs in Canada with 

the view to possible exchange visits and was also interested in exploring the 

possibility of trade links in relation to provision of rubber pellets for the Astro 

pitch.   

 

 
Monaghan United continue to provide the Monaghan Special Olympics 

with football coaching.  This is one of the most rewarding aspects of the 

clubs work with the level of enjoyment from the participants making 

Club Coach Ciarán Donnellyôs job a pleasure. 

 
Some of the Special Olympics Participants with their coach. 

 
. 

 

 

 

http://www.monaghanunited.com/


                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 SCHOOL MILK PROGRAMME  
Monaghan Unitedôs Club Promotions and School Liaison Officer, Julie-

Ann Sherlock has been back in the Schools in the months of September 

and October as she ties up the final stage of the Monaghan United 

FAI/NDC Town of Monaghan Co-op ñJust Milk Itò Programme. 

 

The programme aims to encourage school children to sign up to the 

School milk programme and highlights the importance of dairy in the 

growing childôs diet with a particular emphasis on sports. 

 

Schools participating in the programme who increase their consumption 

will be rewarded not only with healthier kids but also with sports 

equipment to encourage activity. The first 5 schools who passed the 

35% consumption criteria were presented with their equipment recently. 

Gransha NS, Leachtgallon                     

       Monaghan Model School  

  St Maryôs Clontibret 

St Tiernachôs Clones  

St Maryôs Monaghan 

When your team scores   

 

JUVENILE ROUND UP  

Unitedôs Under 12ôs, 13ôs and 15ôs are well into their seasons. The 

Under 12ôs sit joint 2
nd

 in their league having won 3 games and lost 2.  

 

The Under 13ôs are also in 2
nd

 place having won 4 games and lost 1 

but have a game in hand over the top team.  

 

The U15ôs are midtable with 2 wins, a loss and a draw under their 

belts so far this season.   

 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER IN PICTURES 

 
Cootehill Harps enjoy a night out at the Mons 

 

 
Max and Tiernan show Mons support for FARE week 

 

 
Mohammed Ali Ahmed receives ticket to take part in FAI Fare week half 

time match at the Rep of Ireland  v Montenegro match from Monaghan 

United CPO & James Keogh of St Patrickôs Accommodation Centre. Missing 

from Pic is John Crudden, FAI CDO 

Send to:  


